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After World War 1l Germany was divided for over 40 years until the official
reunification of East and West Germany in 1990. This division provided an
opportunity for many to delve into the realities of East Germany under the
authoritarian regime, prompting keen analysis. Now, over thirty years later, while
many aspects of East Germany have become transparent and its image is unlikely to
change significantly, a closer examination of the criticisms, analyses, and
discussions over the past three decades reveals varying content and intensity across
different periods.

In the 1990s, the topic of East Germany became a focal point due to the
reunification, sparking intense discussions centered on “democracy versus
authoritarianism” and “transitional justice”. This highly political and critical perspective
remained unchanged for almost two decades before it began to shift, while the
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monotonous narrative bored and disengaged many people gradually. Although
research on East Germany continued to develop, the cumulative energy of the
discussions declined steadily, accompanied by growing criticism towards
contemporary society’s lack of interest in related issues. Despite these criticisms,
German society’s attention to East German issues remained unawakened largely.

However, after a period of passive calm, the discourse on East Germany began to
show new perspectives in the latter half of the 2010s. Some started to reflect on the
predominant viewpoint of West Germany, while others began writing about East
German society outside of the political context, attempting to present different facets
of this authoritarian state. Although this seems positive, many experts and scholars
were accused of glorifying East Germany and faced harsh criticism. In view of this,
this article aims to clarify the discourses on East Germany in the context of history
and society after the reunification in different phases and trace its evolution to the
present day.

Keywords: East Germany, discourse, reunification, transitional justice, internal
division
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MR EEEHEFZEL RENEEERETREKR MESFMERITERBNEEENAHE
EZTLEEREMERRE, RReEEREAREELNATERR. REERARAZEME
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Notes

1. BAERARRE, TRAIRIEA MR SEEEER T THESNIE SR, TERS REY, REH
FERSAMERRMIRE T, UIRA LIS BT, EEERAENK—RIMIERET RREE
EERAEE ERNEERNEZEE R, Rt EEAXHMITER |, MMEEERMMES R, this
AR EATEAA B AETERAINESTEET, SAASEETZEERANESHE
BEEE.
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