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Abstract: In today’s international system shaped by intersecting polycrises, violence
is no longer an incidental consequence of disorder but a strategic instrument and
structural outcome of geopolitical power reconfiguration. Drawing on geopolitical
analysis and realist international relations theory, this article argues that violence is
embedded in the logic of state interaction under an anarchic global order. It functions
as a key mechanism through which states construct sovereign legitimacy, delineate
national borders, and define the boundaries of inclusion and exclusion. Violence,
therefore, extends beyond physical destruction to operate discursively and
institutionally, through legal systems, diplomatic language, and narrative frameworks
that normalize and legitimize its exercise.

This study combines theoretical inquiry with three case studies involving geopolitical
conflict and wartime violence, examining how violence is transformed into a tool of
legitimate governance within the international order. Drawing on Hannah Arendt’s
distinction between power and violence and Judith Butler’s theory of grievability, |
argue that when certain populations are marked as “ungrievable,” violence against
them becomes normalized and sustained under the guise of legality and necessity. In
the Russo-Ukrainian War, Russia has justified its military aggression under the
banner of “denazification.” At the same time, the West selectively mourns Ukrainian
civilian deaths to establish moral authority, revealing a narrative double standard in
the legitimation of violence. In the Israel-Gaza conflict, Israeli airstrikes are framed as
acts of self-defense, while widespread international silence regarding Palestinian
civilian casualties exposes the structural inequality of grievability. Meanwhile, the
South China Sea dispute exemplifies a form of non-war governance violence,
whereby states employ gray-zone tactics, maritime enforcement, and economic
pressure to maintain a low-intensity, ongoing structure of coercion.

This article contends that violence is deeply institutionalized in international law,
media discourse, and geopolitical policy. It not only underpins global power
asymmetries but also reinforces structural inequalities in the current world order.
Exposing the mechanisms through which violence is institutionalized, linguistically
sanitized, and depoliticized is essential to rearticulating the global demands for
peace and justice in the age of polycrisis.
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