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Abstract: Based on ethnographic research in Tondo, Manila, this article proposes
“possibility” as an analytical concept for understanding how residents navigate
uncertain futures in conditions of poverty. Rather than focusing on “dreams” or
“‘hope,” which often presuppose coherent future visions or positive emotional
orientations, the concept of possibility highlights the practical judgments, small
wagers, and shifting openings through which people act within unstable
circumstances. Drawing on three ethnographic scenes—the spider-fighting games of
children, Paeng’s practices of raising and training fighting cocks, and the everyday
operations of NGOs in the community—the article examines how possibilities are
produced and negotiated in everyday life. Children’s spider games function as an
early form of risk education, where observation, comparison, and betting cultivate the
ability to judge uncertain outcomes. In Paeng’s cockfighting practices, long-term
care, training, and selective investment turn uncertain economic prospects into
temporarily actionable opportunities for the household. Meanwhile, NGOs generate
possibilities through translating community work into narratives of hope and
transformation that are legible to donors, while residents actively appropriate these
institutional languages, social networks, and resources to expand their own
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opportunities. The article argues that possibilities in Tondo do not stem from a single
source—neither from NGO interventions nor from narratives of local resilience
alone—but are repeatedly produced through everyday practices, risk-taking, and
negotiations across multiple unstable conditions. By foregrounding possibility, the
article shifts analytical attention from “hope in poverty” toward the practical spaces of
action through which residents sustain future openings.

Keywords: possibility, future-making, ethnography, poverty, NGOs, Tondo

HFRREEREHM Tondo, RIKWRFZ—EIBEMAILIMKRZBHIRE, BV RIBEIERR, BEEW
R —EFERER. R PHENMS HERKR, £FNEGRTHERBERPSKT —HE
BREEE. AXRLFUNSE ISHIHEL Fa%D, MBERTREIFLSTEH RASHREEE—
EREE. BEMARKRER, FERREI—EFRARE HR2T, ARettERMIA Tondo MBEEEE:
ERZERLRMMRE, hFZEMBESHEEERY MEEREBE. BREREMERT, MARKRE
FELmTLIER., AT, A LIEZER, # Tondo WERME, EEEEMNFFFRERE —EES
Z, TEHIERRATE R+ ER 1T,

SRR, BAHRAERENWNSES T £ Happyland BIKIEZEH £, #E£/\EEI+ %5
MBIER—E, FEZEMITR, MEMRSH—S/8K, LLEBRIRE:, FE/IVDIEHERS BT
L, B MIgR5EE. MEMKERE SaaER EEh. #F BERNERRERET, BH
AIFTREER S 125R, BEBR T MmMAIHIZERE I 1%, R, RWHAEHM—HE#H, 520
BFEIZIEE. BT, FR AARN—S8R AARKNO, FABECHNKREE RHARS
RIRERIF, FRRMEMS,

EEEBNEEZR, FRAENRER, MERZRFINFIBEREEBRRE, AT SFEEMB MM ERT
 MEEAEREA. EE. EMSECRASTIMM% MBI 2&, FEERTFEAE BT, &KHE/ND
EFHRRERE Rit. FHIET. S P I REEE. LLEA, IS HmT—ELRA. M-S
B.M—ESXREE, MOER, WIHERAZEMMRERE ME—EREMRBHNERES &
FHEERSMNAZHERMER, MEBHRE. L&, HlE. TF, UREAT 2RINAEABHT €. RRAE
EEFR—EREXMER MEERR/NHIE E—EEFEGE. E—RETEGH. MTZ2RE
RETREB R —h, ATREM E RS L. RBHREEREEHN,

ERMGERERAHTTREENDLSHEE, BE Paeng M, BIRMAEREESEHEREMNMR
K, Paeng UAZIEFMERHEME, bk, FEFERFEABRADNEHMOER, WERER
RERYRFTHR—EROMNEZE S, MEXREER, EEHMNFHELE BRESREFEMR

. EMETELARE, BEPHE AMEEETNRE, BRXE AWM ERRE. Fin. 028
LEBNRIEIR BRI SR Paeng EE MRS RIE. RBRARZAME, WEREM—ELLKMHT. H—
ER5R ELEMTRMEEE MEtHE —EHEEEH TR INKE.

Eitt, FEEAZER IR ZRHBZ AR, MBFEMELARNBE. FRE—SEHMETERERA,
AR E—SHMEWFIILLES £, Paeng BRRMBEIRFFHREMSE FLEHFERES, B
—BIBOME ALEHETRRHE, ELEERREGRA, hHLHMARTHR, AREE. HiRkR
BETRZEMMBYEE MBMEE. BE. REHZHE-ENLE. Ba—BRTEEREE. &8
REETELE KKREBRASN. FERER BREW T, BANTRZT IME, LEE
HREMRHSE, thFELt, Paeng ERMEETZH TSR MERGRIEEHEAHE . E

© 2025 Conflict, Justice, Decolonization: Asia in Transition in the 21st Century



Conflict, Justice, Decolonization: Asia in Transition in the 21st Century (2026) 2709-5479

OFEEFRAT AHEAX A THM I TRAF L) ALTLRME, BTEEAEER SIS

#.

F#zUER, ERAEFRMIMNEANITS MENBERENEETHREA—E FERT, A
AN NEENE. GRA. TREMREN 50T, BETRERMNEFTAEERR, RAO5ER,
Paeng i T ZIEHEFBERYIMEE, MBATFRBEKALRZ RIEMEEE SBFERAZHIE
EARRMAE— YRR LUREM B E . SEMN R R T 26 ERH, MEBRFES D, CRARER
R YR I 1B M 2R A

#AM, Tondo BYRIAEME M N R FAE RIS ERFMER S P, hFAER NGO MBFEEAFE. RZ NGO
AERREMMA R, IEREBF—&K. # NGO THEME, M- EEHAENEESRRK 5—FA@E
HEHERE. EEE. S FEMHTRRINER BFRRAES . RRERZARS. FRHRLZAR
A OBMERZARPA, ELMBELET —RETREEZIER, halBHR, NGO TEREMIEERE
EHRERF CELARSLEEREZERAREEFENKRE BKTHASE. RERURE. HFFRA
2 RFEEHRE EXMTRSFE EXTHRERE xS thERARK,

Eitt, NGO HRFRAF ARG FEMANX, FEFISMHRRBHERAIHIRIEER MIRFES
BHRRZHEMEG. ERRFES . HREEHEFRNAR. ETEMEMNMAE ME—EHETHE
FEE, THRELAERRERPHEREAHMIMER BEMFNLENRER hERSEERS
CHTERER. EhBERT AT EELEEFRARELREHRATHRA . £ A RRHSREE . TRE
HAMMARFERELY MBRELthMthieEEA NGO FTERMFERR,

EEREFEWEEZEETES, AR, REAREBERE NGO i E, hERZMNAEE. HAME
AEBhERRS. ERERE. EEACEERIARK ) WBEANEFSBRETI. BME. EBEE
SEARR, £ NGO 2R B9 ANREE (R B FA A HHE . thipl 250, BRIEFRZHZ NGO #HMATREN, T2
i NGO Em—ErLLEAMRE, #PMAER. B, BAFREES, SRECERAMKE, HELR
BEZRER, MIREMEATRZ NGO AHMESHEME, MERFRABREHMEEEL A RRELAELHEM
ESELEN. EEEBRENREZBITHFTHREA K,

EfE BMmireEARE U ARett IS BITH/EINER, SPEEERER—ETENRKER, &
ZEFER-BERFERZ B Tondo MEEFEIRE. RE. RFLEN, ERFT—ERERE—E
ARNE, hRQBREMERE, AR EZ B kIEE ST HE, FiBF SRR e EZER,
i@ NGO MEREESITHRFELHK, TREMEELEFERCHHMNGE MIBLREAELEAFE RN
B2 EHENTERE MEAD TEER MEBERTIIIERE.

#B#E2kER, Tondo MIRTREMEAFRE—RIFEMM. ERIFRZE NGO #HHHIRKHKE, LFAREERA
SERZRGEMIEME MBEASEIRERFPHREREHRMNEF. R FEHNGKHEESENE
BRIFMH THRE  Paeng ARHENEHHFMERENAIMENHE NGO TEEAERKEN
B EFRzME SHEMEY I ERREETENRA. ERUEFRAZHED), ML NGO HIFIE
EE.AERRRERRY BtAACHT P, HEEEMR Tondo, AMMFEFNTZMMZESHA
HHFE, MEMMMNAEBRIEEYEFE, FHEBEFTRML,

BitEE: AR AR EEN2024458 A EER T A ERTE.

© 2025 Conflict, Justice, Decolonization: Asia in Transition in the 21st Century



	搏命節奏：Tondo 的蜘蛛、鬥雞與可能性的技術 
	Rhythms of Biting the Bullet: Tondo’s Spider, Cockfighting and the Technology of Possibilities 

